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A SURVIVOR S DETERMINATION

BY BARAH STACHURA
STARF WHITER
When Irma Bnhnasanl Wi
ged with ovirian eancer
in , shie was overcome with
A 'mriat}f of emotions;

One of them, shc was sur-
prised to discover, was relief -
that the caneer was dute::tﬂﬂ
sarly

“1 had e good fnr-ttmﬂf by
Ing a phvdician whi knew the
warning sians, who saw my ©7
scans and knew T nesded more
begts!" Mirs. Qeliriesse) said.

Eighl vears, conintlsss roanrds’

of chemaotharapy and a surgery
e Mrs, Sohnessel, 64, wants
tn'share her experionce and
knowledpe with othet women
in her community She Nes cpi-
ated a two-part ovarinn pancer
nworeness progitam to present
at Marn Commuunity Hospital
N Cartondale

The program began on
Wednesday with a seminay
hosted by sovoral ares haalth
professiondls and will eonclogde
today with & pane] discussion
and 8 brunch, eomplate with
infirmative literature.

“It's up to women to educate
themselves on what questions
to ask their doctors, and what
phi;sslcal aigns to look for" she
&

“You head o be your own
advocate”

To acquire take-homes litera:
ture for the syent, Mrs, Schnes-
sal has béen i ‘touch with sev-
eral hationnl cancer arganiza.
ticis. Her favorites incltide the.
Cenary Foundation, which
donates money for rescarel of
an carly-detection dingnostic
test, and the National Ovarian
Cancar Coalition: Mrs, Stlines-

v -"r.il-ll!

, n‘ru.un.r
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Irma Schnesssl of Carbondale, an ovarlan cancer survivor, cre-
atad an ovarlan cancor awareness program at Mardan Community
Hoespital. The two-part program began Wednesday and concludes
today whth & brunch and panel discussion,

sel hopes to develop a lopal
chapter of the lattel

"I've got pins, pamphilets dnd
handonts fiom both,” she said.

The project wins one that
Mrs. Schnessel has thougm
abnur u:fgm}umg for “some
time." She wag "thrilled” to

learn that hospital stafl was

rageptive to hey idea. Since
Beptember is National Ovarisn

Cancer Awareness Month, Mrs,

Schnessel feels that hur
gram 8 right on time.

HOL course, it's alwayssgodod
time to taJ,k About cancer pre-
vention,” she sald.

Mrs. Schnessel malkes her
home in Carbondole with

her hushand, Ben. Her

daughter, Fern Richter, and
her granddanghter, Austyn,
6, of CHIf Manor, K.Y, are
two of the réasons she is

atch a strong advocats for

(VAT AT CANCeT AWATENESS.

“There are studiss that say

(here- 4 & gonetic Hnk to uuartan
canear, and:even culpn canoer”

she saidl, “Knowing tha | have a
daughter and granddaughter

spur me o and malke we watit
to know as niuchas Tean.t
Mrs. Schnesgel also hed a

cousin, Sandy Abraham nf'

Philadelphia, who died in Sep-
tember 2007 of ovavian tancer
Her cousin, she

Sadtl, _
bunafits for research and
‘ghated her expariannes with

TR

“Sandy was tingnosed too
late, hut she faugﬁn Hard,”
M. Schyasel sall, Ty doing
this for her, ton.

Mavin DiehL public relations
specialist at Marian Commu-
nity Hospital, nientioned that
people ke l'rma are a valuahle
asset to the mmmuuit:.:

' Good I
Neighbors

Irma Schnessel

Awateness orusade: hrs.
Schnessol of Carbondale, an
ovarlan cancer survivor, orga
rilzed Bn ovarsn chncer
avireness program at Mark
an Community Hospital In
Carbanrale. She contacted
arganizations |lke the Netion-
&l Charian Cancer Coaliton
and the Canary Foundation
to obitain Inforrmetive items
ture-for the program,
Family tlea: Mrs. Sdhnasael
has 3 daughter Fern Riohtar,
and & granddaughtar, Austin,
6. Hor cplsin, Sandy Abre-
han, i n 2007 aftan at:
ting ovarian cancar. My
daughitarand granddaughiar
ket e going,” she sald,
"and |'m doing this for:San-
dy. ... She was also a fighter
and an atvooate,!
Spreading the word: Mes:
Schnassal livpes the seml-
riarwill prompl wormarn to
a5k miore guastions and look
for more warning sfzns of
ovalan cancer ‘It called a
silent killer for a reagah,”
she sald. “Right now, early
deteation ks the only dhanca
of-suryival,”

“Trima's dedication gand
enthusinsm are untiving.” Ms.
Dishl said,

Contact tha writer
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